In the early thirteenth century, the migration of Italian Jews from southern to northern Italy had the effect of making Rome an important Jewish community. Most of the known Italian Hebrew manuscripts from the last third of the thirteenth century, which manifest various script modes and styles, were copied in Rome. Among them we find the earliest evidence of an Ashkenazi immigrant scribe in Italy3-a manuscript copied by Shemaria ben Jacob haKohen, dated to the mid-thirteenth century.
Shemaria's handwriting ( fig. 2.1 )4 represents a phase of semi-cursive script that reflects the Ashkenazi style of his homeland (shown in fig. 2.2) . Both examples are characteristic of the fully formed semi-cursive script that had emerged during the first decades of the thirteenth century. Unlike the first appearances of the semi-cursive, this script is more developed calligraphically and shows the influence of Latin Gothic, with its shading and the droplet-like shapes of the vertical lines.5
